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to the Median capital of that name, we recog-
nised few vestiges, except a fine large column of
grey  granite  lying near the  monastery, and
another that had been rolled down from the
brow of the hill on the east, of similar size and
material.   These we thought might have been
portions of some large and magnificent building
belonging to that city.    As the Carmelite never
troubled himself with traditions that were not
purely scriptural, we could not learn from him
that any existed here regarding the city of Ecba-
tana or the death of Cambyses in it, after his
conquest of Egypt.* In the note on the passage
of  Herodotus which relates   this event, Mr.
Beloe says,   " Batanea in Palestine marks the
place of this Syrian Ecbatana," and refers to
D* Anville as his authority.  The French geogra-
pher places this, however, much farther east-
ward in his writings; though a town called Ba-
tanea is laid down on the range of Carmel iti the
map.     " Batanea,** he says,  " is. another coun-
try which covers the north of Galaaditis, and its
name is preserved in that of Batinia, as we find
* See this story in Herodotus, Thalia, Ixiv., where it is very
aptly coupled in the notes with a similar fiction of a prophecy
in our own history, when it was predicted that Henry IV.
should die in Jerusalem ; and this was fulfilled by his expiring
in the Jerusalem chamber at Westminster, as Cambyses was
warned of dying in Ecbatana, (in Media as he supposed,) and
expired at this Ecbatana of Syria.